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Rum or Iconium when the great conqueror Malik Shah died
in 1092, and internal quarrels weakened the power of his
successors.1 But the danger was still acute. Fulcher of
Chartres, who was present at the Council of Clermont,
mentions the occupation of the Christian provinces of
Rum (Romania) by the Turks as one of the reasons for the
Pope's crossing the Alps into France in 1095. Urban II
seems, too, to have laid special stress in his Crusading speech
on the importance of helping the Eastern Christians to
check the tide of Turkish conquest, which had reached the
Bosphorus.2 Piety and Policy3 went hand in hand in this
high enterprise.
It is often said that the Crusades were but part of the
ceaseless struggle between East and West, taking a religious
form in an age of world-religions 4 and a military form in an
age of militarism and of fighting faiths. There had been
peaceful pilgrimages to the Holy Land and religious wars
against infidel Moors in Spain and Arabs in Sicily before the
First Crusade united the pilgrimage motive with Christian
militancy. Later romance not only set Charlemagne and
his paladins to fight the Mohammedans of Spain, but sent
them on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem "without shields or
lances or sharp swords/'5 The Crusaders trod the * road of
1 Cf. L. Brehier, L'£glise et VQrient : Les Croisades, p. 50 seq.
Comb. Med. Hist., vol. iv, c. x.
 *	F. of Chartres, c. i: 'ad illud scilicet quod Brachium Sancti
Georgi vocant Turci et Arabes, apud Romaniae fines'.
 *	T. Fuller, op. cit., Bk. i, c. ix.
4	Von Sybel, Gesch. deserstenKreuzz., ed. 1881, p. 145 ; E. Barker,
The Crusades, p. 3 seq. vol. ii.; C. R. Beazley, The Dawn of Modern
Geography, vol. ii, Brehier, VSglise et VOrient: Les Croisades*
5	G. Paris, La Chanson du pelerinage de Charlemagne (extr. de la
Romania, ix), Paris, 1880. Gaston Paris thought that both this poem
and the Chanson de Roland, in which appears the idea of the Holy War
against Islam, were anterior to the First Crusade.   Brehier, op. cit.,
p. 48;   Barker, op. cit., p. 13.    This view is controverted by
Bedier and by Boissonnade, who connect the Chanson de Roland

